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SERMON XVII. 
On Hesrews xi. 6. 
Without Iaith it is impoffible to pleafe him. 


UT what is faith? It is a divine evidence and 
conviction of things not feen: of things which 
are not feen now, whether they are vifible or invifible 
in their own nature. Particularly i it is a divine evidence 
and conviction of God and of the things of God. 
This is the moft comprehenfive definition of faith that 
ever was or can be given, as including every {pecies of 
faith, from the loweft to the higheft. And yet I do 
not remember any eminent writer that has given a full 
and clear account of the feveral forts of it, among all 
the verbofe and tedious treatifes, which have been pub- 
lithed upon the fubject. 

2. Something indeed of a fimilar kind has been 
written by that great and good man, Mr. Fletcher, in 
his treatife on the various Dip: snfations of the Grace of 
God. Herein he obferves, that there are four difpen- 
fations, that are diftinguifhed from each other, by the 
degree of light which God vouchfafes to them that are 
under each. A final degree of light is given to thofe 
that are under the heathen difpenfation. Thefe gene- 
rally believed, that there was a God, and that he was a 
rewarder of them that diligently feck him. But a far 
more confiderable degree of light was vouchfafed to 
the Yewi/h nation: inafmuch as to them were intrufled 
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“the grand means of light, the oracles of God. Hence 
many of thefe had clear and exalted views of the nature 
sand attributes of God: of their duty to God and man: 
yeas and of the great promife, made to our firft pa. 
rents and tran{mitted by them to their pofterity, that 
the feed of the woman fhould bruife the ferpent’s head. 

3. But above both the Heathen and Jewith dif. 
peniation, was that of ‘ohn the Bapti?. To him a fil] 
clearer light was given: and he was himfelf @ burning 
and a fhining light. To him it was given, to behold th; 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the fin of the world. Ac. 
cordingly our Lord himfelf affirms, that of all which 
had been born of women, there had not till that time 
arifen a greater than ‘fohn the Bapti/?! But, neverthe. 
lefs, he informs us, He that is leaft in the “kingdom of 
God, the chriftian difpenfation, is greater than he. By 
one that is under the chriftian difpenfation, Mr. Fletch. 
er means, one that has received the Spirit of adoption, 
that has the Spirit of God witnefling with bis /pirit, 
that he is a child of God. 

In order to explain this ftill farther, I will endea- 
vour, by the help of God, 

Firft, To point out the feveral forts of faith, and fe. 
condly, To draw fome practical inferences. 

I. In the firft place, I will endeavour to point out 
the feveral forts of faith. It would be eafy, either to 
reduce thefe to a fmaller number, or to divide them 
into a greater. But it does not appear that this would 
anfwer any valuable purpofe. 

1. The lowelt fort of faith, if it be any faith at all, 
is that of a Materiali?: a man who (like the late 
Lord Kaim) believes there is nothing but matter in the 
univerfe. © | fay, if it be any faith at all: for proper- 
ly fpeaking, it is not. It is not am evidence or conviction 
of God, tor they do not believe there is any: neither 
is it a conviction of things not feen ; for they deny the 
exiltence of fuch. Or if, for decency fake, they al- 
low there is a God, yet they fuppofe even him to be 
material. For one of their maxims is 
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A SERMON ON HEBREWS Xi. 6. 
“ Jupiter off quodcungs wides.” 
“¢ Whatever you fee is God.” 


Whatever you fee! A vifible, tangible god! E xeellent 
divinity ! Exquifite nonfenfe ! 

2. The fecond fort of faith, if you allow a material- 
ift to have any, is the faith of a Deif. I mean, one 
who believes there is a God, diftin&t trom matter; but 
does not believe the bible. Of thefe we may obferve 
two forts: one fort are mete beafts in human fhape, 
wholly under the power of the bafeft paflions, and 
having 


«“ A downright appetite to mix with mud.” 


Other deifts are, in moft refpects rational creatures, 
though unhappily prejudiced againft chriftianity. Moft 
of thefe believe the being and attributes of God, they 
believe that God made and governs the world: and 
that the foul does not die with the body, but will re- 
main for ever in a ftate of happinefs or milery. 

The next fort of faith is, the faith of Heathens, 
with which I join that of Mc sbieitant. ] cannot but 
prefer this before the faith of the Deifts ; becaufe though 
it embraces nearly the fame objetts, yet they are ra- 
ther to be pitied than blamed for the narrownefls of 
their faith. And their not believing the whole truth, 
is not owing to want of fincerity, but merely to want 
of light. “When one afked Chicali, an old Indian 
chief, ** Why do not you red men know as much as 
us whife men?” He readily anfwered, * Becaule you 
have the great werd, and we have not! 19 

4. It cannot be doubted but«this plea will avail for 
millions of modern heathens. Inafmuch as to them 
little is given, of them little will be required. As to 
the ancient heathens, millions of them likewife were 
favages. No more, therefore, will be expected of them 
than the living up to the light they had. But many of 
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them, efpecially in the civilized nations, we have great 
reafon to hope, although they lived among heathens, 
yet were quite of another fpirit : being taught of God, 
by his inward voice, all the eflentials of true religion. 
Yea, and fo was that Mahometan, an Arabian, who, 2 
century or two ago, wrote the life of Hai Ebn Yokton 
The ftory feems to be feigned ; but it contains all the 
st of pure religion and undefiled. 

. But in general we may furely place the faith of 
a fee above that of a heathen or Mahometan. By 
Jewith faith 1 mean the faith of thofe who lived between 
the giving of the Law and the coming of Chrift. 
Thete, that is, thofe that were ferious and fincere 
among them, believed all that is written in the Old 
Teftament. In particular, they believed that, in the 
fulnefs of time, the Meffiah would appear, to Sinifo 
the tranfgreffion, to make an end of fin, and bring in 
everlafting righteoufne/s. 

6. It is not fo eafy to pafs any judgment concerning 
the faith of our modern Jews. It is: plain, the veil i: 
fill upon their hearts, when Mofes and the prophets are 
read. ‘he god of this world itill hardens their hearts, 
and {till blinds their eyes ; /e# at any time the light of 
the glorious gofpel fhould break in upon them. So that 
we may fay of this people, as the Holy Gholt faid to 
their forefathers, The heart of this people is waxed groji, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have 
they clofed ; left they fhould fee with their eyes, and hear 
with their cars, and underftand with their hearts, and 
foould be converted, and I fhould heal them, Aéts xxviii. 
27. Yet it is not our part to pafs fentence upon them, 
but to leave them to their own matter. 

6. I need not dwell upon the faith of John the Bap- 
tift, any more than the difpenfation which he was un- 
der : becaufe thefe, as Mr. Fletcher well defcribes 
them, were peculiar to himfelf. Setting him afide,the 
faith of the Roman catholics, in general, feems to be 
above that of the ancient Jews. if moft of thefe are 
volunteers in faith, believing more than God has re- 
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vealed, it cannot be denied, that they believe all which 
God has revealed, as neceflary to falvation. In this 
we rejoice on their behalf: we are glad that none of 
thofe new articles, which they added at the council of 
Trent, to the faith once delivered to the faints, does fo 
materially contradict any of the ancient articles, as to 
render them of no effect. 

7. The faith of the Protefants, in general, embraces 
only thofe truths as neceflary to falvation, which are 
clearly revealed in the oracles of God. Whatever is 
plainly declared in the Old and New Teftament, is the 
object of their faith. They believe neither more nor 
lefs, than what is manifeitly contained in, and prove- 
able by, the holy icriptures. The word of God is a 
lanthern to their feet, and a light in all their paths. They 
dare not, on any pretence, go from it, to the right- 
hand or the left. The written word is the whole and 
fole rule of their faith, as well as practice. They be- 
lieve whatfoever God has declared, and profefs to do 
whatfoever he hath commanded. This is the proper 
faith of proteltants; by this they will abide and no 
other. 

8. Hitherto faith has been confidered chiefly as an 
evidence and conviction of fuch or fuch truths. And 
this is the fenfe wherein it is taken at this day in every 
part of the chriitian world. But in the mean time let 
it be carefully obferved (for eternity depends upon it) 
that neither the faith of a Roman catholic, nor that of 
a proteftant, if it contains no more than this, no more 
than the embracing fuch and fuch truths, will avail 
any more before God, than the faith of a Mahometan 
or a heathen; yea, of a deift or materialift. For can 
this faith fave him § ? Can it fave any man either from 
fin or from hell? No more tham it could fave Judas 
I{cariot ; no more than it could fave the devil and his 
angels : ‘all of whom are convinced, that every tittle 
of holy {cripture is true. 

9g. But what is the faith which is properly faving ? 
Which brings eternal falvation to all thofe that keepat 
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to the end? It is fuch a divine conviction of God, and 
of the things of God, as even in its infant ftate, ena- 
bles every one that pofleffes i it to fear God and work righ. 
teoufnefs. And whofoever in every nation believes 
thus far, the apoftle declares is accepted of him. He 
actually is, at that very moment, in a ftate of accept. 
ance. But he is at prefent only a fervant of God, not 
properly a fox. Meantime let it be well obferved, that 
the wrath of God no longer abideth on him. 

ro. Indeed nearly fifty years ago, when the preach- 
ers commonly called Methodifts, began to preach that 
grand fcriptural doctrine, falvation by faith, they were 
not fufficiently apprifed of the difference between a 
fervant and a child of God. They did not clearly un. 
derftand, that even one who feareth God, and worketh 
righteoune/i, is accepted of him. In confequence of this, 
they were apt to make fad the hearts of thofe whom 
God had not made fad. For they frequently afked 
thofe who feared God, ‘* Do you know that your fins 
are forgiven’? And upon their anfwering, “ No,” 
immediately replied, ** Then you are a child of the 
devil.” No; that does not follow. It might have 
been faid (and it is all that can be faid with propriety) 
« Hitherto you are only a /ervant: you are not a child 
of God. You have already great reafon to praife God 
that he has called you to his honourable fervice. Fear 
not. Continue crying unto him: and you shall fee great- 
er things than thefe.” 

11. And indeed, unlefs the fervants of God halt by 
the way, they will receive the adoption of fons. They 
will receive the faith of the children of God by his 
revealing his only begotten Son in their hearts. ‘Thus, 
the faith of a child is properly and direétly a divine 
conviction, whereby every child of God is enabled to 
teftify, The life that I now live, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me. » And 
wholoever hath this, the Spirit of God witneffeth with 
his Spirit, that he is @ child of God. So the apoitle 
writes to the Galatians, 7% are the fons of God by faith. 
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And becaufe.ye are fons, God hath fent forth the {pirit of 
his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father : that is, 
giving you a childlike confidence in him, together with 
a kind affection toward him. ‘This then it is, that (if 
St. Paul was taught of God, and wrote as he was 
moved by the Holy Ghoft) properly conftitutes the dif- 
ference between a fervant of God and a child of God. 
He that believeth as a'child of God, hath the witnefs in 
himjelf. This the fervant hath not. Yet let no man 
difcourage him: rather lovingly exhort him to expect 
it every moment ! 

12. It is eafy to obferve, that all the forts of faith 
which we can conceive, are reducible to one or other 
of the preceding. But let us covet the beft gifts, and 
follow the molt excellent way. There is no reafon why 
you fhould be fatisfied with the faith of a materialift, 
a heathen, or a deift: nor indeed, with that of a fer- 
vant: I do not know that God requires it at your 
hands: indeed if you have received this, you ought 
not to caft it away. You ought not in any wile to un- 
dervalue i it, but to be truly thankful for it. Yet in 
the mean time, beware how you reft here: prefs on 
till you receive the fpirit of adoption. Reft not, till 


that fpirit clearly witnefles with your fpirit, that you 
are a child of God. 


II. I proceed in the fecond place, to draw a few in- 
ferences from the preceding obfervations. 

1. And I would firft infer, in how dreadful a f{tate, 
if there be a God, is a materialift! One who denies 
not only the agg! that bought him, but alfo the Lord 
that made him! Without faith it is impoffible to pleafe 
God : but it is impoflible he fhould have any faith at 
all; any conviction of any invifible world ; for he be- 
lieves there is no fuch thing: any conviction of thé 
being of a God: fora material God is no god at all. 
For you cannot poflibly fyppofe the’ fun or fhies to 
be God, any more than you can fuppofe a god of wood 
orftone, And farther, wholoever believes all th ings 
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to be mere matter, mult, of courfe, believe that al] 
things are governed by dire neceflity. Neceflity, that 
is as inexorable as the winds, as ruthlefs as the rocks, 
as mercilefs as the waves that dafh upon them or the 
poor fhipwrecked mariners! Who then fhall help thee, 
thou poor—defolate wretch, when thou art moft in 
need of help? Winds, and feas, and rocks, and ftorms' 
Such are the beft helpers, which the materialifts can 
hope for ! 

2. Almoft equally defperate is the cafe of the poor 
deift, how learned, yea, how moral foever he be. For 
you, likewife, though you may not advert to it, are 
really without God in the world. See your religion, 
** the religion of nature delineated’’ by the ingenious 
Mr. Wollafton: (whom I remember to have feen, 
when I was at ichool, attending the public fervice at 
the Charterhoufe chapel.) Does he found his religion 
upon God? Nothing lefs. He founds it on truth— 
abftract truth. But does he not by that expretlion 
mean God? No; he fets him out of the queftion; 
and builds a beautiful caftle in the air, without being 
beholden either to him or his word. See your {mooth- 
tongued orator of G/a/gow, one of the moft pleating 
writers of the age. Has he any more to do with God 
on his fyftem than Mr. Wollaiton? Does he deduce 
his ** Idea of Virtue” from him? As the Father of 
Lights, the Source of all Goed? Juft the contrary. 
He not only plans his whole theory without taking the 
leaft notice of God, but, toward the cloie of it, pro- 
pofes this queltion, ** Does the having an eye to God 
in an action, inhance the virtue of it? He anfwers, 
No: it is fo far from this, that if in doing a virtuous, 
that is, a benevolent action, a man mingles a defire to 
pleafe God, the more there is of this defire, the lefs 
virtue there is in that action. Never before did I meet 
with either Jew, Turk, or heathen who fo flatly re- 
nounced God as this chriftian profeflor ! 

3. But with heathens, Mahometans, and Jews, we 
have at prefent nething te do: only we may with that 
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their lives did not fhame many of us that are called 
chriftians. We have not much more to do with the 
members of the church of Rome. But we cannot 
doubt that many of them, like the excellent archbi- 
thop of Cambray, ftill retain (notwithftanding many 
miftakes) that faith that worketh by love. And how 
many of the proteftants enjoy this, whether members 
of the church, or of other congregations ? We have 
reafon to believe a confiderable number, both of one 
and the other: (and, blefled be God, an increating 
number) in every part of the land. 

4. Once more. I exhort you that fear God and 
work righteoufnefs—you that are fervants of God, 
firft flee from all fin, as from the face of a ferpent, 
being 


** Quick as the apple of an eye, 
"Tne thghtelt touch of fin to feel :” 


and to work righteoufnefs, to the utmoft of the power 
you now have : to abound in works both of piety and 
mercy : and, fecondly, continually to cry to God, that 
he would véenal his Son in your hearts, to the intent 
you may be no more fervants, but fons: having his 
love fhed abroad in your hearts, and walking in the 
we liberty of the children o of God. 

. TL exhort you, laftly, ® already feel the Spirit 
of God wiinefling with your {pirit, that you are the 
children of God, follow the advice of the apottle, 
Walk in all the good works whereunto ye are created in 
Chrift Fefus. And then leaving the principles of the doc- 
trine of Chrift, and not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead warks, and of faith toward God, 
ro on to perfection. Yea, and when ye have attained 
a meafure of perfect love, when God has circumcifed 
your hearts, and enabled you to love him with all 
your heart and with all your foul; think not of reftine 
there. “‘Vhat is i iwollible. You cannot ftand itil; 
vou muft either rife or tail serife higher or fall lower 
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Therefore, the voice of God to the children of Ijraei, 
to the children of God is, ** Go forward.” Forgetting 
the things that are behind, and reaching forward unt; 
thofe that are before, prefs on to the eltinh: for the pri; 
of your high calling of God in Chrift ‘fefus ! 
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An Extra& from A Svrver of the Wispom of Gop ix 


the CREATION. 
[Continued from page 208. | 


Of the Generation of Breps. 


HE generation of birds is now well known. [n 

the ovary, placed between the liver and the back. 
bone, a great number of yolks are contained ; one of 
which, when impregnated, pafles through the ovidud 
into the womb, where it receives the white and the 
fhell, and remains till it comes to its full fize. The 
parent then broods over it, till the young being gradu. 
ally formed, perfected and quickened, burfts the fhell. 

Under the fheil of an egg lies the common mem. 
brane, adhering clofely to it, except at the bigger end, 
where a little fpace is left betw een them. ‘This mem. 
pranc contains two whites, each enclofed in its own 
membrane. In the middle of the inner white is the 
yolk, enclofed likewife in a feparate cover. The outer 
white is oval, the inner round (as is the yolk) and of 
a more viicid inhdlende. 

At each end 1s a chalaza, a white denfe body, con- 
filling of three little globules, like grains of hail (fo 
the word fignifies) all joined together. ‘Thefe ferve 
both to knit the feveral membranes together, and to 
keep the liquors in their proper places and pofition. 

About the middle of the fmall end of the yolk, isa 
little yellowith bladder, like a veich, called the cic2- 
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iricula or eye of the egg. This contains a humour, 
in and out of which the young bird is generated. The 
white ferves it for food, till it becomes big; then the 
yolk, and likewife after it is hatched. For even then 
a cood part of the yolk is lodged in its belly, as in a 
ftore-houle, and being conveyed thence by the intefti- 
nal duct into the bowels, ferves it inftead of milk. 

An egg, improperly fo called, is that of the whole 
whereof the animal is formed. Such are the eggs of 
fies. Proper eggs, when excluded, need no external 
nutriment. Of proper eggs, fome are perfect, that is, 
have all the parts above defcribed, while in the ovary 
or womb: fome imperfect. which have them not, tll 
alter they are excluded; as thofe of fifhes, which af- 
fume a white in the water. 

An egg not impregnated by the male, will never 
breed young, but always putrify. One impregnated 
contains the rudiments of the bird, even belore incu- 
bation. By the microfcope we fee the plain carina or 
ipine of it fwimming in the middle of the cicatricula, 
confifting of fine, white threads, which incubation 
gradually perfects. 

The air-bag is very {mall in a new-l#ld egg, but be- 
comes larger, when the egg is kept. The yolk is ipe- 
cifically heavier than the white. Hence its imaller end 
is always uppermoit, in all pofitions of the egg. 

After incubation the air-bag gradually extends, “tlt” 
near the hatching, it takes up a third of the egg. By 
incubation the white becomes thinner and more turbid, 
elp mes § near the 2 air- r-bag, where it is fir! t confumed 


iothiagai is lef but a white, chalky fab tance... Thi 
white of an impregnated egg is as {weet all the ime of 
incubation as that of a new-laid egg. They are only 
unimpregnated eggs, vulyarly called wind-egys, Which 
putrity and ftink. 

The yolk alfo remains frefh and uncorrupted all thé 
time of the incubation. It is geprefied-in the middie, 
as the chick grows, and is foon brought into a form, 
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not much unlike that of a horfe-fhoe, in the middi. 
of which the chick lies. 

Not long before the chick is hatched, the whole 
yolk is taken into the abdomen. 

The eye or tread in which thé chick lies, is foon 
enlarged by incubation, and rifes to the upper part o! 
the egg. ‘The heart and umbilical veffe!s are fome o! 
the firit parts, which we are able to diftinguith. 

The embryo is feen at firft like a {mall worm. Then 
its carina or {pine appears, with the large prominence 
that atterward thew themielves to be the brain and eyes, 
The other bowels feeming hanging from the {pin 
Then the cha{m of the mouth is difcovered. The ex 
tremities {prout out. The bowels are gradually cover. 
ed with the teguments. At laft the beak, nails, and 
feathers are feen. When all its parts are formed, th: 
chick is always found lying on its fide, with its neck 
bent forward, the head covered with the upper wing, 
and the back placed between the thighs. 

The birds which nourifh their young, have com. 

monly very few. On the contrary, thofe whofe young 
feed themfe ‘Ives when they firlt fee the day, have fome- 
times eighteen 6r twenty at a brood. This prudence 
could only {pring from Him, who regulates all things 
to the beft advantage. Were thofe who provide for 
their young to have fo numerous a brood, both the pa- 
rents would be flaves, and yet the young but ill ac- 
commodated. Whereas the mother, who only marche 
at their head, without nourifhing them, can conduct 
twenty as well as four. 

But when they firft make their appearance, what 
care do the parents take, ull their young can fubfit 
without them! Of thofe that feed their young, the 
jinnet and the nightingale then labour like the ref. 
Sometimes one parent goes in queft of provifions, 
fometimes the other, and fometimes both. They are 
up before the fun. And the food they have procured, 
they cdiftribute with great equality, giving each a por- 
tion in its turn, before ever thev feed one bird twice. 



















“ 


IN THE CREATION. 


And this tendernefs for their offspring is fo ftrong, 
as even to change their natural difpofition. Follow 
the hen when fhe is the parent of a family, and the is 
no longer the fame creature. She is no long er raven- 
ous and infatiable. If fhe finds but a grain of corn or 
crumb of bread, fhe never touches ir herfelf, but calls 
her troop, by a note they well underftand, and divides 
jitamong them. She is no longer timorous, but, at 
the head of her young, will {pring even at the ftouteft 
dog. 

When the turkey-hen appears at the head of her 
young, fhe fometimes utters a mournful cry, and they 
immediately run under bufhes, furz, or w hatever pre- 
fents itfelf. She looks upwards, and repeats her cry: 
which is oceafioned by her feeing a bird of prey, 
though fo diftant that he appears unto us, only as a 
dark point under the clouds. But he no isohnes difap- 
pears, than fhe utters another cry which revives all 
her brood. ‘They run to her, flutter their wings, and 
fhew all the tokens of joy. Now, who apprizes her 
of an enemy, that never yet committed any act of hof- 
tility in the country ? And how is fhe able to difcover 
him, when at fo great a diftance? How are her fami- 
ly inftruéted to underftand her different cries; and re- 
culate their behaviour accordingly? What wonders 
are thefe which are daily obvious to our view, though 
we treat them with inattention? 


To be continue d. 
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An Extract from a Fourney, from Aleppo to Ferufalem ; 
at Eafter, A. D. 1697. 


By Hewer Mavnprerzt, M. A. late Fellow of Exeter 
College, and Chaplain to the Factory at Aleppo. ' 


[Continued from page 211. ] 


ATURDAY, March 13. This morning we went 
S again to wait upon Oftan Bafla, by his own ap 
pointment ; ; and were entertained as before, with great 
courtefy. For the Turks are not fo ignorant of civili. 
ty and the arts of endearment, but they can practile 
them with as much exactnefs as any other nation, 
For the better apprehending of which, it may not be 
improper, nor unplealant here to defcribe the ceremo- 
nies of a Turkith vifit. 

When you would make a vifit to a perfon of quality, 
you mult fend one before with a prefent to beipeak 
your admiffion, and to know at what hour your com- 
ing may be feafonable. Being come to the houfe, the 
fervants receive You at the outermoft gate, and con- 
duct you toward their maiter’s apartment; other: fer- 
vants (of better rank) meeting you in the way, at their 
feveral ftations, as you draw nearer to the perfon you 
vifit. Coming into his room, you find him prepared 
to receive you, either {tanding at the edge of the du- 
an, or elfe lying down at oné corner. of it, according 
as he thinks it proper to maintain a greater or lefs dil- 


tinction. Thefe duans are a fort of low ftages, feated 


in the pleafanteft part of the room, elevated about fix- 
teen or eighteen inches or more aboye the floor. ‘They 
are fpread with carpets, and furnifhed all rourid with 
bol{ters for leaning upon. Upon thefe the Turks eat; 
a fmoke, receive vilits, fay their prayergy &c. 
‘heir whole delight is in lolling upon them; and in 
furnifhing them richly out is their greateft luxury. 
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Being come to the fide of the duan, you flip off your 
fhoes, and ftepping up take your place; which you 
mult do firft at fome diftance, and upon your knees, 
laying your hands very formally before you. Thus 
you muft remain, till the man of quality invites you 
to draw nearer, and to put yourfelf in an eafier pot- 
ture, leaning upon the bolfter. Being thus fixed, he 
difcouries with you as the occafion offers ; the fervants 
ftanding round all the while in a great number, and 
with the profoundelt filence. When you have talked 
over your bufinefs, or whatever other concerns brought 
you thither, he makes a fign to have things fered in 
for the entertainment ; which is generally a little fweet- 
meat, a difh of fherbet, and another of coffee: all 
w hich are immediately brought i in by the fervants, and 
tendered to all the guefts in order, with the ereateft 
care and awfulnefs imaginable. And they have rea- 
fon to look. well to it; for fhould any fervaht make 
but the leatt flip or miltake, either in delive ering or re- 
ceiving his dith, it might coft him fifty, perhaps one 
hundred drubs on his bare feet. At lait comes the 
finithing part of the entertainment, which is perfume 
ing the beards of the company; a cetfemony which is 
performed in thiseianner : They have for this purpoi 
a fmall filver chafing-difh, covered with a lid full of 
_ holes, and fixed upon a handiome plate. In this they 
put fome frefh coals, and upon this a piece of lignum 
aloe ss, and then fhutting it up, the fmoke immediately 

uicends with a grateful ‘odour throtch the holes of the 
cover. ‘This fmoke is held under every one’s chin, 
and offered, as it were, a facrifice to his beard. The 
briftly idol foon perceiv es the reverence done to it, and 
fo greedily takes in the guminy fteam, rant it retains 
the favour of it, and may ferve for a nofegay a good 
while after. 

‘This ceremony may perhaps feem ridiculous at firft 
hearing : but it -“ Tes among the Turks fi Fa hich era- 
tification, And I will fay this if itsevindication, thar 
its deitgn is very wife and ufefal. Yor it is saderitied 
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to give a civil difmiffion to the vifitants ; intimating to 
them, that the maiter of the houte permits them to 0 
away as foon as they pleafe: and the fooner after this 
ceremony the better. By this means you may, at any 
time, without offence, deliver yourlelf from being de- 
tained by tedious vifits; and from being conttrained 
to ufe that piece of hypocrify, fo common in the world, 
of prefling thole to fiay longer with you, whom, per- 
haps, in your heart you with a great way off. 

Having difcharged our vifit to Oltan Bafla, we rode 
out to view the marine. It is about half an hour dif. 
tant from the city. The port is an open fea, rather 
than an enclofed harbour: however it is in part de. 
fended from the force of the waves, by two {mall iflands 
about two leagues out from the fhore; one of which 
is called the Bird, the other the Coney-Ifland. 

In the fields near the fhore, appeared many heaps of 
ruins, and the pillars of granite, and feveral other in. 
dications, that here muit have been anciently fome 
confiderable buildings. Which agrees very well with 
what Cafaubon, in his notes upon Strabo (page 213) 
quotes out of Diodorus, viz. That the place called 
‘Tripoli was anciently a clufter of three cities, ftanding 
at a furlong’s diftance from each other; of which the 
firft was-a feat of the Aradii, the fecond of the Sido- 
nians, the third of the Tyrians. And from hence it 
is probable hat Tripoli was a name given at firlt to 
three dittinct, but adjacent places, a1 and not to one city; 
built (as is ufuall faid) by the mingled intereft of 
Tyre, Sidon, and Aradus. 

Sunday, March 14. We continred {till in Tripoli. 

Monday, March 15. We parted from Tripoli at 
three o’clock in the afternoon ; and took up our quar- 
ters under iume olive trees, having come in all about 
iive hours. 


te 
oe 7 - 7 7, , 
he Greeks, Byblus; a place once famous 


Tueiday, March 16. We came to iby legaealine 
th 
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or the 
birth and temple-of Adonis. It is pleaiautly fituated 


i1C.fihlk IC C ntarns buta little extent 





MAUNDRELL’S TRAVELS. 257 


of ground, but yet more than enough for the finall 
number of its inhabitants. It is compaffed with a dry 
ditch, and a wall with fquare towers in it at about 
every forty yards diftarce. On its fouth fide, it has 
an old caftle; within it is a church, exa cily of the 
fame figure with that at Tortofa, only not fo entire as 
that. Befides this, jt has nothing remarkable, though 
anciently it was a place of no mean extent, as well as 
beauty ; as may appear from the many heaps of ruins, 
and the fine pillars that are feattered up and down in 
the gardens, near the town. 

Gibyle is probably the country of the Giblites, men- 
tioned Jofhua xiii. 5. King Hiram made ufe of the 
people of this place in preparing materials for Solo- 
mon’s temple; as may be collected from the firft of 
Kings v. 18, where the w ord, which our tranflators 
have rendered Jtone-/quarers, in the Hebrew is Gid- 
lim or Giblites, and in the LXXII Interpreters piéas., 
that is, the men of Byd/us : the former ufing the He- 
brew, the latter the Greek name of this place. The 
fame difference may be obferved likewile Ezekiel xxvii. 
9, where this place is again mentioned. ‘The Ancients 
of Gebal, fays our tranflation, following the Hebrew ; 
inftead of which, you read in the LXXII again « 
seisssreges Bu Bray, the Elders of Bybli or Byblus. 

Leaving Gibyle, we came in one hour to a fair, large 
river, with a ftone bridge over it, of only one arch ; 
but that exceedingly wide and lofty. This river is 
doubtlefs the ancient river Adonis, fo famous for the 
idolatrous rites performed here in the lamentation of 
Adonis. Upon the bank of this ftream we took up 
our quarters for the following night, having come this 
day about fix hours. 


Vor. IE. Kk 
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[ Continued from page 213. } 


HE place of torture in the Spanifh inquifition j; 
generally an under-ground and very dark room, 
to which one enters through feveral doors. ‘There js 
a tribunal erected in it,.in which the inquifitor, in. 
fpector, and fecretary fit. When the candles are light. 
ed, and the perfon to be tortured brought in, the ex. 
ecutioner makes an aftonifhing and dreadful appear. 
ance, covered all over with a black linen garment down 
to his feet ; and tied clofe to his body. His head and 
face are all tied with a long black cowl, only two littk 
holes being left in it for him to fee through. All this 
is intended to {trike the miferable wretch with great 
terror in mind and body, when he fees himfelf goin 
to be tortured by the hands of one who thus looks like 
the very devil. 

While the torture is preparing, fome of the gravel 
perfons prefent take the prifoner apart, and endeavour 
to perfuade him to confefs things he is accufed of, or 
the things he is called upon to witnefs, with promile 
of pardon: though it is very certain that no pardon 
can be expected; nor is it ever granted to one that 
has relapfed, i. e. who has once been found guilty af- 
ter he had confefied and abjured, and received the 
mercy of this court. 

As to the manner of torturing; 1. They ftrip their 
prifoners without any regard to fex. It is true they 
give young women a pair of linen-drawers ; but they 
firit {trip them publicly ftark-naked. 2. They torture 
them either with cords, or on the rack, or by fome 
other cruel invention, as may be collected from the 
punifhments different prifoners have undergone at di- 
vers times and places : and which will be better deferib- 
ed by a few hiftcrical accounts; and therefore, I fhall 
begin with the ufage of the innocent, noble lady Joan 
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Bohorquia, wife of the eminent Francis Varquius, 
Lord of Higuera. Her fifter, Mary Bohorquia, a 
young lady of great piety, who was afterwards burnt 
for her profeflion of the proteftant faith, having upon 
the torture declared fhe had feveral times converfed 
with her fifter Joan concerning the doctrine for which 
fhe now fuffered ; the inquifition took her up, being 
then about fix months gone with child. She on this 
account was not fo ftraitly confined, nor fo cruelly 
dealt with, in regard of the infant fhe carried in her. 
But eight days after her delivery, they took the child 
from her, and on the fifteenth, fhut her clofe up, and 
made her undergo the fate of the other prifoners, and 
began to manage her caufe with their ufual arts and 
rigour. In fo dreadful a calamity fhe had only this 
comfort, that a certain pious young woman, who was 
afterwards burnt for her religion, by the inquifitors, 
was allowed her for her companion. This young crea- 
ture was, on a certain day, carried out to her torture, 
and returned from it fo fhaken, and all her limbs fo 
miferably disjointed, that when fhe lay upon her bed 
“ Tuthes it rather increafed her mifery than gave her 
; fo that fhe could not turn herfelf without the 
molt exceflive pain. In this condition Bohorquia en- 
deavoured to comfort her mind with great tendernefs. 
The girl had fcarce begun to recover from her torture, 
when Bohorquia was carried out and tortured with fuch 
diabolical cruelty upon the rack, that the rope pierced 
and cut into the very bones of her arms, thizhs, and 
legs ; and in this manner fhe was brought back to pri- 
fon, ready to expire, the blood running out of her 
mouth in great plenty. Undoubtedly they had burit 
her bowels, infomuch that the eighth day after, fhe 
died. And when after all they could not procure fuf- 
ficient evidence to condemn her, though fought after 
by all their inquifitorial arts, yet as the accufed perfon 
was born in that place, where they were obliged to give 
fome account of the affair to the people, in the firft act 
of triumph appointed after her death, they commaad.- 





260 THE SAFEST WAY OF THRIVING. 


ed her fentence to be pronounced in thefe words: Be. 
caufe this lady died in prifon, and was found to be in. 
nocent, upon inipecting and diligently examining he 
caufe; therefore, the holy tribunal pronounces h ur 
free from any farther procels ; > doth reftore her both a “ 
to her innocence and reputation; and commands 
her effeéts, which had been confilcated, to be ssihcead 
to thofe to whom they of right belonged, &c. And 
thus after they had murdered her by favage cruelty 
they pronounced her innocent. 

When a criminal upon the torture confeffes and afk 
eth pardon of the church, he is condemned as ult 
of hereiy by his own confeflion, but treated as a peni- 
tent. But let him be ever fo innocent, aid _ perfift in 
his innocence, he is condemned and delivered up t 
the fecular arm to be punifhed. 

When any perfon is unhappily fallen under the cen. 
fure of this court, let him-be ever fo eminent in his 
profeflion, beloved of his acquaintance, and amiable in 
the eyes of the world, he, in that moment, is as 2 
man not only dead, but forgotten; his friends are {o 
far from attempting any thing in his favour, that they 
dare not be known to pity him, left they fhould be ren- 
dered fufpected of favouring or abetting heretics; 
which would certainly bring them into the fame con. 
demnation, inftead of relieving their friend. 


[To be continued. |} 
1 
The fureft and fafeftWar of Txriving. 
{Extracted from a late Author. ] 
[Continued from page 219. | 


OR the better clearing the truth of this doéirine, 


I thall prove it by fcripture examples and reaions. 


1. For scripture Poe there are very. many, both 


in the Old and New ‘Teftament. t the apoftle faith 
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of godlinef s, 1 Tim. iv. 8. that it is profitable unfo all 
things,“ having the promife of this life, and of that which 
is to come; I may fay of charity—it is profitable unto 
all things, having promifes of temporal bleflings, as 
well as of fpiritual and eternal. 

Deut. xv. 10. Thou fhalt furely give unto thy brother, 
and thy heart fhall not be gr iewed when thou giveft unte 
him ; becaufe for this the Lord thy God fhall blefs thee in 
all thy works, and in all that thou putteft thine hand unto. 
Jt is not thine own labour or care, but the divine blef- 
fing, that maketh rich, and of that blefling, behold 
here is a feripture .-entail, upon the liberal. And the 
like we have, Prov. iii. 9, 10. Honour the Lord with 
thy fabpenct, by giving a portion thereof for the re- 
lief of the poor, /a_ fall thy barns be filled with plenty ; 
and as thy barns, fo thy fhop, thy cellars, warehoufes, 
and thy prefles. fall burft out with new wine. This feem- 
eth to be an hyperbolical expreffion ; yet it fignifies no 
lefs than this, That God’s ufual way is to make good 
returns of all we lay out upon him and his; and that 
our wifeft way, both for enfuring and improvi ing what we 
have, is to make ourfelves creditors t to his needy ; children. 

A compaflionate heart and a helping hand, will ga- 
ther by expending ; fuch giving is getting, fuch boun- 
ty is the moft compendiouseway to plenty. Whereup- 
on the wife man addeth, “tae xi. 24, There is that 
feattereth, and yet increafeth ; there is that with-heldeth 
more than is meet, but it ter va to poverty. Who is he 
here that feattereth ? Not he that waftes his eftate upon 
his back and his belly, but he that cafleth his bread ; up- 

m the waters 5 he that di ‘per feth and giveth to the por, 
as Pialm cxii. 9. This is the fcatterer in that text. ‘An dd 
is he wafted? Is he impoverifhed? Behold the contra- 
ry: the man Is grown rich, he is increafed by fcatter- 
nS Let him look to it, that with-holdeth more than 

; meet: this is the more likely man of the two to be 

found fhortly on the dunghill. If thou wilt fecure thy- 
ielf from begeary, keep not God’s beggars from thy 
door, nor fend them aw ay empty. Fear not to lofe by 
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laying out. Thy laying up what thou fhouldft lay out 
hath the moft danger in it. The divine curfe may wi. 
ther that in thy hand, which thou holdeft faft againg 
the divine command. 

In the following verfe we read farther, The liberal 
foul fhall be made fat. The foul is often in feripture ta. 
ken to fignify the man, and fo here, To be made fat, 
fignifies to profper, to abound, or to grow rich in this 
world’s goods; and thus it fhall be, if this fcripture 
may be credited. 

The liberal foul.| In the Hebrew it is, the foul of 
blefiing ; the merciful man is a blefling, and hath a 
blefling for fuch as need him: and he that is a bleffing, 
fhall be bleffed; the Lord God fhall blefs him with an 
increafe of fub{ftance, who hath moft emptied himfelf 
for him and his. It is true that the foul of the liberal, 
properly taken, fhall be a gainer by his liberality; none 
more thriving chriftians, than the merciful chriftians, 
what they expend in temporals is abundantly returned 
in fpirituals. But becaufe there'is fo much of carnal, 
even in too many chriftians, and we have need of en. 
couragements fuited to our tempers ; therefore, to our 
fpiritual advantages, which are the greateft, thefe outward 
encouragements are added. So that this is the fenfe of 
the place. ‘The liberal man, as the encouragement of 
his liberality, fhall profper in the world. And as it fol- 
lows, He that watereth, the foul of the needy, his waters 
fhall not fail, but he /hall be watered alfo himfelf. God 
will give to him, according as he hath given to others. 

And for their farther encouragement, faith the wile 
man, Proy. xix. 17, He that hath pity on the poor, lend- 
eth unto the Lord, and that which he hath given, fhall 
He pay him again. Vf that which thou giveft be repaid 
thee again, how can it be faid to be loft? Indeed the 
poor, unto whom thou givelt, are not able repay thee, 
yet having fuch a furety, as God himfelf, who hath 
undertaken the repayment, thou needeft. not doubt 
thereof. O happy is that man that becomes a 
creditor to his Creator, and makes Ged his debtor! 
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whofe is the earth, and the fulnefs thereof. Heaven and 
earth fhall be emptied before he fhall want a royal pay- 
ment. 

Fear not to be a ufurer fo thou lendeft unto God, 
make him thy debtor, and he will furely pay thee prin- 
cipal and intereft. Allow him his time (for that he will 
have) and he will not only pay the debt, but allow thee 
for the forbearance. The ungodly borroweth, and payeth 
not again; but this fhall never be faid of the righteous 
God: he is juft, and will make good payment of what- 
foever is lent unto him. 

It is true; the Lord will be trufted, and thofe that 
will not give him credit, let them, if they can, put 
their eftates into furer hands. And he ules to pay by 
way of returns, it may be neither in the fame kind, 
nor in the fame country. Sometimes it is fo, that he 
pays not in the fame kind, bread for bread, or clothes 
for clothes, or money for money. Nor poflibly may 
he make his payment in this foreign land, where thou 
art a merchant adventurer, but may give thee his bill 
of exchange to receive it in thine own country, that bet- 
ter country which is thy home, which fhall be the reward 
of thy works, and labour of love, which thou fheweift 
to his name. And if he do thus, does he thee any 
wrong? Is it not beft for thee that thou receive thy 
goods at thy home? Is it any harm for thee to receive 
filver for thy brafs, gold for thy filver, rubies for thy 
gold, a treafure in heaven for thy treafure on earth? 
Doubt not that he will be behind hand with thee; yet 
ftick not if thou fhould{t be put to it, to wait for pay- 
ment in full till hereafter; and for the prefent this thou 
mayeft depend upon, from Prov. xxviii. 27, He that 
giveth to the poor fhall not lack, he thall have in hand 
what is needful at leaft. He /hall not lack, and there 
may be more in this word, than if he had faid, I will 
prefently pay thee all: for all that thou haft, if thou 
fhouldit hold it ever fo clofe, cannot fecure thee from 
ever coming to want; as great as thy abundance is, thou 
mayeft come to want before thou dieft. But what thy 
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abundance cannot do, this promife of God can and doth 
for thee, even give thee fecurity that thou halt never 
lack. 

[To be continued: | 


— MEE Dr > —— 


An Account of Mr. Henrr Foster: in a Letter to tix 
Rev. F. Weszer. 


[Concluded from page 223-] 


O this covenant* he often recurred in his laft ill. 
nefs, and would frequently fay, “ I am not my 
own: I am the Lord’s and he is mine by covenant-agree. 
ment.” For when he entered into this covenant and 
fubfcribed it, it appears he was fo blefledg. and com- 
forted, that he always believed, God not only approved 
of it, but actually took him into a nearer union with 
him, than he otherwife would have had. 

He often talked of eternity in tran{ports of joy, and 
feemed to have a pleafure in it that was much better 
underftood, from his expreflive looks, than from his 
words. 

I remember once, when I had been preaching about 
the mear conne¢tion there is between us, and the invi- 
fible world, he came into the houfe, in an extafy ua- 
utterable, and faid, “* 1 fear my defire to depart is too 
great.”” Once at a love-feaft in Malton, he was fo fill- 
ed with God that he cried out, ** Lord, ftay thy hand, 
or the veffel will burft!” That he w as delivered from 
the fear of death, and could look upon the approach 
of eternity with delicht, appeared from the whole of 
his converfation, and alfo from a letter he wrote to a 
“friend, which | here fubjoin. 


7 


the two preceding numbers of this work, 
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May 28, 1785. 
*¢ Dear Brother, 


My life is far fpent, and I am drawing near to the 
confines of eternity! but my life is hid with Chrift in 
God. When I lofe all, I fhall gain all. 

If I had any choice in fuch things, I fhould choofe 
to be buried at Leftingham, but the will of the bleffed 
Lord be done: for thefe bodies of ours, wherever laid, 
will foon be called from their native duft. Then thall 
we meet in the air, to be for ever with the Lord. 

O my full heart! I have much to fay, but nature 
fails! I am not able to write; but if God fhould ap- 
point (meaning after death) my freed fpirit, to do you 
any kind office, O how fwiftly would I fly on the wings 
of love!” 

As he drew near his end, he was fo weak, that his 
friends were forced to be very careful in laying the bed 
clothes on him, left the wind of them, fhould take a- 
way his breath. Yet a night or two before he died, he 
awoke and looked up to the tefter of the bed, and with 
a loud voice, and a look full of heaven and of God, 
faid, “* The curtain is fallen!—I fee Jefus!—I fee his 
hands and feet, and the prints of his nails !—I fee the 
prophets, and apoftles, and the mother of Jefus !”— 
But our friends were fo fluttered, and at the fame time, 
delighted with his words, and heavenly appearance, 
that they could not remember a word more, though he 
{poke for above half an hour. After this he funk down 
in a calm, and almoft infenfible ftate; hardly notic 
ing any thing more, till his f{pirit returned to God, 
which was on April rath, 1787. 

P. M. 


, ~Qe 
Scarborough, May 5, 1787. 


Vou. Th L ) 
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An Account of Mr. SILAS TOLD. 


[Written by Himfelf.] 
[Continued from page 232. | 


S we were riding at anchor in Kingfton harbour, 

the capital of Jamaica, waiting for a freight to 
England, a very great noife was heard in the atmopher, 
fimilar to that of {plitting wood. Our chief mate was 
of opinion that we fhould be vifited by a hurricane, 
which accordingly began about eight o’clock the fame 
night, and held, without intermiflion, till fix o’clock 
the following evening. There were in the harbour of 
Kingfton feventy-fix fail of fhips, many of which were 
very large ; but. all riding with three anchors a-head: 
and notwithftanding ours was a new fhip, with three 
new cables and anchors, yet about four o’clock in the 
morning, we parted all three cables at once, and turn. 
ing broadfide to the wind, overfet, and funk as far as 
the ground would permit. In that condition we were 
driven, with our gunnel to the bottom, down to the 
extremity of the harbour, which is about twelve miles. 
Though we were the firft fhip that drove from her an- 
chors, yet all our mafts ftood ; but this was not the 
fituation of any vefiel befide : for the whole fleet lof 
_all their matts, yards, and bowfprits, and not one vel- 
fel, large or fma!l, but was driven, with aftonifhing 
rapidity, high on the land. The fame hurricane drove a 
large tnow, of 220 tons, above half a mile into the 
country, Vv hich broke and tore the cocoa-nut trees up 
by the roots; likewife a very heavy brigantine was calt 
upon the wharves in the town, and a large floop, of 
about 100 tons, lay with her keel acrofs the brig’s 
deck. In fort, that part of the town neareft the wa- 
ter-fide was fufliciently barricaded with the wrecks of 
veflels ; sad as there were no tides of ebb’ and flood, 
con.equently there was nq poflibility of getting them 
off: nor were there any, “fave one fine ftately fhip, 
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which rode out the tempelt : fo that feventy-five fail of 
fhips of war and merchantmen were deftroyed in the 
tremendous overthrow. 

One remarkable inftance I would take notice of, viz. 
the fhip Nicholfon, capt. Smiler, of London, quite a 
new and beautiful veffel, funk at her anchors, and all 
on board perifhed, except the captain’s fon and four 
more, who were faved by getting into a fmall boat that 
carried no more than one hogfhead of fugar at a time. 

All the fhips at Port-Royal fhared the fame fate with 
thofe at Kingfton, except the Winchelfea man of war, 
and Kirkington, of Briftol, capt. Pills ; both of which 
cut away their mafts, and were upon the brink of foun- 
dering even at the clofe of the hurricane, which was 
on Saturday evening about fix o’clock. Here I would 
briefly.obferve, how fuddenly the ftorm ceafed. It va- 
ried from eaft to weft, and was for a few hours calm; 
after which it chopped round to its former point, and 
blowing with a vehemence impoflible to be exprefled, 
lated near an hour, and was fucceeded by a fecond 
calm. Two or three days after the reducement of thefe 
parts of the ifland. viz. Kingfton and Port-Royal, and 
likewife of the dreadful confequences of the ftorm up- 
on the fleet of fhips; the drowned feamen were drove 
upon the fhore for miles down the harbour, and were 
left to be devoured by the crows and other wild fowl. 

Immediately after the hurricane, followed a pelti- 
lential ficknefs, which fwept away thoufands of the 
natives: every morning | obferved between thirty and 
forty corpfes carried pait my window; and being very 
near death mytelf, Ievery day expected the meflenger 
of my diffolution. From this illnefs I contracted an 
atue, which continued eleven months, fo that I was 
waited to a mere fhadow; nor had [ one perfon under 
heaven to take care of me, except a negro, who brought 
me every day a dofe of jefuits-bark to the warehoufe, 
Where I was laid ina hammoc. At length my mafter 
gave me up, and I wandered up and down the town, 
parched with the infutferable blaze of the fun, till I 
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was refolved to lie me down and die, as I had neither 
money nor friend. Accordingly | fixed upon a dung. 
hill on the eaft end of the town of Kingfton, and was 
fully refigned to death, nor had I the flighteft expecta. 
tions of relief. Neverthelefs, the kind providence of 
God raifed me up a friend in an entire flranger. A 
London captain coming by, came up to me, and, ina 
very compaflionate manner, afked me if I had any 
friend? He likewife afked*me to whom I belonged. | 
an{wered, to captain Mofes Lilly. This captain, curf. 
ing him for a barbarous villain, told me he would 
compel him to take proper care of me. In about ; 
quarter of an hour my mafter arrived (whom I had 
not feen before for fix weeks) and took me to a public 
houfe, and there ordered me to be taken care of. 
However, he foon quitted the ifland, leaving me behind; 
at the fame time ordering me, if I recoverd, to take 
my paflage for England in the Montferrat, captain Da- 
vid Jones, who was a very tender-hearted man. Capt. 
Jones fent his fon on fhore, m order to receive me on 
board. When I came along fide, the captain, ftanding 
on the fhip’s gunnel, addrefled me to the following 
effect: “* Come, poor child, into the cabin, and you 
fhall want nothing the fhip.affords.” But being ttill 
very ill with my ague, I could neither eat not drink. 

Captain Jones then fent for the boatfwain, and atk 
ed him if he knew of any remedy for an intermitting 
fever? He told the captain he could produce a remedy, 
that if I lived fifty years longer I fhould not be fubjett 
to it any more. ‘This was in the year 1727, which is 
_ now forty-eight years ago: and I do not remember to 
have experienced one fit of it fince; and, although | 
had then been afflicted with it eleven months, he cured 
me in lefs than five hours. Here I began immediately 
to recover my ftrength, and became more lively and 
active than ever. 

Upon our failing for Briftol, capt. Jones, in order 
to pleafe the fhip’s company, fteered his courfe to make 
the ifland of Bermudas. Upon our arrival there, we 
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: fcudded along fhore from one end of the ifland to the 
, ether; nor did | perceive either hill or mountain upon 
the whole ifland, it being a fine, level, grafly plain. 

After we lott fight of this ifland we made the beft of 
| our paflage for England ; but in the profecution there- 
| of fomething rather fupernatural happened.—In the 
{pace of five weeks after our departure from Bermu- 
| das, the captain ordered the man to keep a fharp look 
out at the fore-top-malt-head, as by our journal and 

the calculation of the log-book, we expected to be no 
great diftance from Cape Clear, the weft end of Ire- 
land. Accordingly, one morning about feven o’clock, 
the fentinel at the maft-head threw out the fignal for 
jand, about two points on the weather-bow ; but as at 
: that time the fhip was running with the wind on the 
itarboard beam, the captain deemed it moft advifeable 


: to brace all fharp up, and lie as near the wind as we | 

» poflibly could. The land foon became confpicuous to 1} aes 
the naked eye from the deck, and we altered our t | he 

1 courfe as the land edged round, but would not attempt i | 

¢ to make any nearer approach towards it, than a full 9) 

¢ league. 1 frequently had my eye fixed upon the land, et 

u MB as had alfo the captain and all the fthip’s company, J i 

| while we were at work clearing the decks, bending the i a) 
cables, and making ourfelves ready in all refpects to Ye 

‘ adapt the fhip for anchorage. 1 do not remember ever e 

g to have feen any place apparently more fertile, or bet- i 

, ter cultivated. The fields feeming to be covered with a . 

t verdure, and very beautiful ; ; and as the furf of the .: | 

is fea almoft convinced us that it was playing on the fhore, “9 © 

0 we were beyond all doubt for the fpace of ten hours. | 

| Our captain, therefore, gave the man who firft difcov- 

od ered it, ten gallons of rum, and twenty pounds of fu- 

ly gar; but about fix o’clock in the evening, as we were 

id wafhing the decks, and the fun was fhining clear from . 
the weftward, in lefs than a minute we lolt all fight of 

er land, and nothing but the horizon, interfperfed with n 

ke a few pale clouds, was perceptible from the deck. i 


ve This filled the fhi company with the utmoft aftonifh. 
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ment: nor did we make the coaft of Ireland for feve. 
ral days after. Our captain and fhip’s company con. 
cluded that it was O/d Brazille, which navigators aflirm 
to have been deftroyed by an earthquake between five 
and fix hundred years ago. At length we arrived at 
Briftol, and I was with my matter, capt. Mofes Lilly, 
a few weeks, when he configned me over to Timothy 

Tucker, commander of the Royal George, bound for 
Guinea and the Weit-Indies ; a greater villain, | firm. 
ly believe, never exited. 

The firft demonftration of it was: the enforcement 
of a white woman out of her native country, and fel. 
ling her to the black prince of Bonny, on the African 
coaft. Another exemplification of his horrid conduc 
was particularly one Sunday morning. As I went 
down to the gun-room, in order to procure neceflary 
provifions for the fhip’s company, the captain happen. 
ed to find me at the bread cafk, and declared that | 
was taking from thence confiderably more than would 
be ufed ; therefore, he immediately went to the cabin, 
and brought out with him his large horfe-whip, and 
exercifed it about my body in fo unmerciful a manner, 
that not only the clothes on my back were cut to pie- 
ces, but every failor on board declared they could fee 
my bones. Yet this act of barbarifm did not give him 
fufficient fatisfaGtion ; for he threw me all along the 
deck, and jumped many times upon the pit of my fto- 
mach ; and had not the people laid hold of my legs, 
and thrown me under the windlafs (after the manner 
they threw dead cats or dogs) he would have ended 
his cruelty in murder. Repeated inftances of this be- 
haviour were committed by him to the principal part 
of his feamen in the courfe of the voyage. 


[ To be continued. | 
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The Charaéter of the lae JOHN THORNTON, Ej/y. 


[From an anonymous Writer. ] 


R. Thornton was diftinguifhed by his great li- 
berality : he difpofed of large fums in various 
charitable defigns, with an unremitting conflancy, dur- 
ing a long courfe of years. His charities were much 
larger, than is common with wealthy perfons of good 
reputation for beneficence; infomuch that it was ra- 
ther regarded as a prodigy, which might excite afton- 
‘fhment. than as an example, that other men of equal 
affluence were in duty bound tg imitate: and yet it is 
apprehended that his chara¢ s not been, in this 
refpect, over-ftated, and that féw®perfons were acquaint- 
ed with the full extent of his charities. 

In difpenfing his bounty itsis well known, that he 
always aimed to promote the knowledge and practice 
of the religion of the bible amongft mankind; and to 
bring the carelefs, the ignorant, the profane, and pro- 
fligate to attend to the concerns of their fouls, to re- 
pent, and turn to God, and ** to do works meet for 
repentance.” For this purpofe he was the patron of 
all pious, exemplary, and laborious minifters of the 
golpel ; frequently educating young » whom he 
found to be religioufly di ifpoled 5 and purchafing many 
livings, not fo much with a'view of b nefifing the in- 
dividuals to whom he gave them, as for the fake of 
planting ufeful minifters of the gofpel in thofe parts, 
where he fuppofed the people to be perifhing tor lack 
of knowledge. 

He alfo difperfed a very great number of bibles, in 
different langu: ies, in diftant countries, eoeee even 
in all the four quarters of the globe; and with them 
vait quantities of fuch books as he thought moft fuited 
to alarm the confcience, to affe&t the heart with a fenfe 
of the importance of eternal things, and to lead men 
to repentance, faith in Chrift, and holinefs of life; 
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‘thus labouring to render thofe, whom he never faw, 
wife unto falvation; and no doubt numbers will for 
ever blefs God for thefe his pious and charitable en. 
deavours. 

But though his liberality had this for its grand ob. 
ject, yet it was by no means conducted on an exclufive 
principle. He aimed to adorn and recommend, as well 
as to fpread, the religion which he profeffed, and to 
fhew its genuine tendency in his conduct towards all 
men. In fubferviency to this defign, and from the 
moft enlarged and expanded philanthropy, he patron. 
ized every undertaking, which was fuited to fupply the 
wants, to relieve the diftrefles, or to increafe the com. 
forts of the human fpecies, in whatever climate, or of 
whatever defcription yvided they properly fell with. 
in his fphere of a€tio Perhaps it would even be 
difficult to mention one " public or private charity of 
evident utility, to which he was not a benefactor. He 
plainly obferved the command, ‘* Do good to all men, 
efpecially to them that are of the houfehold of faith.” 

His beneficence was not always withheld, even on 
account of the extreme wickednefs of thofe that were 
to receive the advantage of it; but he was guided by 
the profpect of doing them good, either in refpect of 
their temporal or eternal welfare. Som. 

This friend of mankind, in the exercife of his be- 
neficence not only contributed his money, but devoted 
his time and thoughts to the fame object ; doing good 
was the great bufinefs of his life, and may more, pro- 

erly be faid to have been his occupation, than even 
his mercantile engagements, which were uniformly 
confidered as fubfervient to that nobler defign. 

To form and execute plans of ufefulnefs ; to fuper- 
intend, arrange, and improve upon thofe plans; to 
lay afide fuch as did not anfwer, and to fubftitute 
others ; to form acquaintance, and collect intelligence 
for this purpofe; to felect proper agents, and to carry 
on correfpondence, in order to alcertain that his boun- 
ties were well applied: thefe, and fimilar concerns, 
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were the hourly occupations of his life, and the ends 
of living, which he propofed to himfelf; nor did he 
think that any part of his time was fpent either happi- 
ly, or innocently, if it were not fome way inftrument- 
al to the furtherance of ufeful defigns. It is therefore 
evident, that the fum total of the good which he did 
to mankind, by perfevering in fuck habits for many 
years, muft exceed all ordinary computation, and can 
only be afcertained at the great day of. retribution. 

As a proof how much his bufinefs was rendered fub- 
fervient to his beneficence, it may be remarked, that 
he not only made the gains of his commerce a fund 
for the fupport of his charity ; but his commerce itfelf 
was oftentimes an introduction to the knowledge of the 
calamities and deplorable condition of mankind in dif- 
tant regions, and a medium, through which to com- 
municate to their neceflities; and circulate amongftt 
them the word of God, and other means of inftruécti- 
on, for the benefit of their immortal fouls. 

To fupport fuch numerous and expenfive defigns of 
ufefulnefs, without embarrafling his affairs, or inter- 
fering with the real interefts of his family, he obferved 
a {trict frugality in his expenfes. It was not neceflary 
for him to live in that ftyle, which thofe who are dif- 
tinguifhed by titles, or high offices, deem requifite to 
their rank and character; and he had no relifh for pa- 
rade and magnificence: his hofpitable, but fimple 
manner of life, left a large furplus out of his income, 
from his regular expenfes, the chief part of which 
conftantly flowed into the channel of his beneficence : 
and having tafted the delight of doing good, and find- 
ing it ** more blefled to give than to receive,’’ or to 
expend in any other way; he abounded: therein with 
increafing fatisfaction. At the fame time the God of 
truth verified to him his word, which faith, * there is 
that {cattereth and yet increafeth :” for fo far from be- 
ing impoverifhed by his extraordinary liberality, his 
eftate was confiderably augmented with the faireft cha- 
racter for integrity and probity ; his children are am- 
Vou. Il. m 
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ply provided for, and reflect with greater fatisfaétion 
on the fums, that their honoured father expended jp 
doing good, than even on thofe by which he hath left 
it in their power to emulate his example. 

Frugality like this, is worthy of our moft attentive 
and ferious confideration. It laid the foundation of 
extraordinary liberality ; and the want of it, perhaps, 
more than a defect in benevolence, is what fo much 
contracts men’s ordinary fcale of doing good. Stri¢ 
ceconomy on the une hand, and profufe bounty on the 
other, are qualities that feldom unite in one character, 
The man of benevolence being averfe to avarice, ij 
commonly free in his own expenfes: thus his wealth 
is pre-occupied ; and though his heart may be large, 
yet his means are found inadequate., On the other 
hand, the ceconomift, who referves a fund that might 
be fufficient for the execution of the largeft defigns of 
beneficence, commonly takes too much delight in a. 
cumulating, to part with his wealth by a proportionate 
liberality. ‘To be plain, frugal, and felf-denying in al 
matters of private expenfe; and yet liberal in fupply. 
ing the wants of others, is a combination of different 
excellencies in one character, which will feldom be 
found, except where true chriftian principles poflels 
and govern the heart. In this cafe, habitual modera. 
tion, and expanded benevolence, grow from the fame 
root; and where the perfon, in whom they unite, is in 
affluent circumi{tances, they cannot fail of producing 
fuch effets as we have been confidering. 


[ To be concluded in our next. | 
3 > 


The Conversion of Mr. Foun Swaiz, Druggift, in 


TV ORK. 


. AR. SWAIL was born near Pately-Bridge, in 
} ‘Wa Yorkthire, in 1770. His mother dying when 
he was very young, a grand-mother took care of him, 
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him, at her deceafe, a handfome fortune. 
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She likewife left 
Some few 
times he attended the miniftry of God’s word in the 
Methodift chapel at York ; but it had no apparent in- 
fluence upon him. He was utterly deftitute of real 
religion; which was but too evident from his unna- 
tural difregard to.an aged parent, as well as from his 
own confeffion, when under apprehenfions of death. 
Some months ago he was threatened with a confump- 
tion, upon which he made his will, and left all his pro- 
perty to his partner in trade; only he gave the furni- 
ture and linen to his houfe-keeper, and a few fmall 
legacies to fome particular friends. Finding the difor- 
der made a rapid progrefs, and his ftrength continually 
decreafing, he came to Bradford, and put himfelf un- 
der the care of Dr. R. But the diforder was too 
far advanced, and all medicines and means were in- 
effectual. 

Mr. Swail lodged at a public houfe, and was attend- 
ed by a companion from York, who brought with him 
a violin, that they might be merry, and drive away all 
reflections on death and judgment, heaven and hell, 
from the young man’s mind; and that, if poflible, he 
might die in the fame thoughtlefs manner he had lived. 
At this time, Mr. Swail’s father had heard of his fon’s 
illnefs; and came to York to fee him ; but not finding 

. 5 
him there, he followed him to Bradford. When the 
young man faw his father he was much concerned : 
filial affeétion revived in his heart. His confcience ac- 
cufed him for the unjuft and unnatural will he had 
made. An attorney was immediately fent for, and the 
will was altered in favour of his father. 

One day, as Mrs. Pollard of Bireley, was coming 
to Bradford market, fhe met Mr. Swail riding out, and 
feveral perfons on each fide the horfe; for at that time, 
I believe, he was fearce able to ftand without fupport. 
At firft fight fhe took very little notice of him, fup- 
pofing it was fome man whom they were taking to 
Wakefield jail. However, on enquiry, the found he 


and put him apprentice to a trade. 
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was a dying man. His looks ftruck her to the heart, 
and fhe began to care for his foul. Having done her 
bufinefs at the market, fhe returned home, but could 
not forget the diftrefling looks of the dying man. 
Next morning fhe refolved to vifit him; and being ad. 
mitted into his room, gave him to underftand that the 
was come to converfe with him about his foul, and to 
aflift him by her prayers, that God Almighty might 
fhew him mercy before he dropt into eternity. Mr. 
Swail received her very kindly, and faid, ‘* Ever fince 
yefterday, I have been wifhing and praying that God 
would fend fome one to inftruét me, and lead me in 
the way of falvation.” He now appeared to be truly 
pevitent. The violin was thrown afide; and he with. 
ed for no company but thofe who could thew hin, 
** What he mutt do to be faved.” He was weary of 
his prefent fituation, and had fome thoughts of return- 
ing to York. Mrs. Pollard informed him, that if it 
was agreeable, fhe could accommodate him with a 
room, and would do every thing in her power for him. 
Beiore his removal from the public houfe, he was very 
much in earneft, and wreftled with God day and night 
in mighty prayer. The Lord heard his cries, and 
looked down upon him in tender compaffion. He 
gracioufly vifited the foul that was humbly proitrate at 
his feet. He took away the burden of fin, and gave 
him a clear fenfe of pardoning mercy. 

When he got to Bireley he was afraid that the houfe 
was damp; but being fhewn into his chamber, he was 
fatisfied, and faid, “1 am refolved to abide, and die 
here.” <A few days after, I went to preach in the 
houfe. As foon as Mr. Swail heard of my arrival, he 
was anxious to fee me. When! went into the room, 
1 found him and his father fettling fome of their tem- 
poral affairs. He faid to me, ** Come, Mr. Allen, fit 
down; I have done with all worldly things; I will 
have no more concern with them; I have done all | 
can; and they muft now order them as they pleale. 
All I want is a clearer manifeftation that God is recon- 
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ciled to me; and that I may know more to my com- 
fort, that my Redeemer liveth.”’ I was ftruck with 
his expreffions, and found much love to him; efpeci- 
ally as 1 knew his uncle, Mr. Mark Swail, of Killing- 
hall, who has been a ferious man for many years. Af- 
ter {pending fome time with him in converfation and 
prayer, | commended him to the Lord, and left him; 
not thinking that he was fo very near death. Mrs. 
Pollard informed me, that he was particularly earneft 
in prayer ; and that he could not bear any worldly con- 
verfation near him. She added, ‘ Laft night I thought 
he was dying; he likewiie thought fo himfelf. When 
he revived a little he told me, that ** he had no dread 
nor fear upon his mind; that he believed if the Lord 
had taken him, he would have received him, through 
Jefus Chrift, into eternal glory.” 

The night after I left him, he was very much afflict- 
ed, but {pent moft of the time in prayer. Next morn- 
ing he cried out, “*O what glory! The room is full 
of glory!’ And while Mrs. Pollard was refting a lit- 
tle, being almoft exhaufted with care and watching, 
he fell afleep, without either figh or groan; and went, 
i believe, to Abraham’s bofom, on Saturday, June 14, 
1792, in the 22d year of his age. 

On reviewing the circumftances relating to the con- 
verfion of this young man, there are fome particulars 
that appear very remarkable to me. It was furely a 
gracious Providence that Mrs. Pollard fhould be fo 
{truck with his dying looks; and at the fame time that 
he was defiring and praying that the Lord would fend 
fome one to inftruct him in the way to eternal life. He 
came to Bradford to obtain the help of a judicious 
doctor; but met with the great Phyfician of Souls. 
His mufic was turned into mourning ; and his forrow 
into endlefs joy. It reminds me of: Philip’s being fent 
to the Ethiopean Eunuch, Acts viii. 26. It ailords 
this ufeful leflon to us, ‘That it is good to be inftant in 
feafon and out of feafon, as we know not what part of 
our labours God may vouchiale to blels. 

J. ALLEN, 













































































































































































(278°) 
A foart Account of the Death of Bifhop Garvinzr. 


R. Gardiner, the lord chancellor, in the midf of 

all his fplendor, fecure in the favour of the pope 
and of his royal miftrefs, and having in view a cardi. 
nal’s hat, and legantine power from the one, and the 
throne of Canterbury from the other, triumphed over 
the weaknefs of the two martyrs at Oxford, for whol 
deaths he was impatient. His dignity and employ ment 
would not permit him to be a fpectator and enjoy the 
fight ; but what he could, he did. He difpatched mel. 
fengers on purpofe to Oxford, to be prefent at their 
execution, and to fpeed back to give him the earliet 
intelligence when the fire was fet tothem. And though 
the Duke of Norfolk was his gueft that day, he would 
not go to dinner till the return of the meflenger had 
. given him the fatisfaction he fo hungred after.: At 

> i o’clock the wretch was made happy, and went to 
~ dinner: he was not difappointed of his luft ; but while 
the meat was yet in his mouth, the heavy wrath of God 
came upon him! He was feized with a fuppreffion ot 
urine, and though he went five days after to the parlia- 
ment, which met October 21ft, and again on the 234, 
he could go out no more. A foul leprofy and droply 
increafed upon him, contracted (as was reported) by 
drunkennefs, or whoredom, both which vices he had 
indulged much in his lite. So that his body was great- 
ly diftended, his eyes diftorted, and his breath too of- 
fenfive to be endured. He felt all the bitter remorle 
of confcience, without being able to mingle with it that 
falutary forrow which alone can make it fupportable. 
« | have erred, fays he, with Peter; but I have not 
wept like him.” 

The Bithop of Chichefter vifiting him, would have 
comforted him with the affurance of juftilication through 
the blood of Chrift. Gardiner acknowledged the truth 
in private, and thereby afic ented to the reformers ; but 
defired aim politically to fupprefs it, faying, He might 
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79 
fpeak of that to him, or others in his condition ; but 
if he opened that gap again, and preached that to the 
people, then farewell all together He fuffered this 
f protracted execution for four weeks, during which, 
as one wrote out of England at that time, “ He fpake 
little but blafphemy and filthinefs, and gave up the 
hoft with curfes in his mouth, in terrible and inex- 
preflible torments.”” He was called to his account that 
very day month that Ridley and Latimer fuffered, at 
two o’clock in the morning, November 13. 

Compare the lives of Ridley and of Gardiner toge- 
ther, and compare their deaths. Whofe character was 
moft amiable? whofe conduct moft prudent? whofe 
condition moft eligible? Let us then cultivate thofe 
truths in our hearts and lives, which had fuch fuper- 
natural power as to adminifter comfort in the midit of 
burning flames. What afflidions are there in this 
world that a practical belief of thofe truths, will not 
enable us to bear up under them? Let us not think 
that thofe errors can be even politically ufeful, or in 
this prefent world prudent, which can give no eafe up- 
on beds of down, amidit the pomp of power, and af- 
fluence of wealth. What a bleffing then did thefe 
martyrs recover to their country, when they reftored 
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to it the knowledge of thefe primitive truths! What 
a glorious legacy did they bequeath to it, when, at their 
deaths, they lit up fuch a candle in England, as, by God’s 


grace, foall never be put out ! 


- N. B. Bifhop Gardiner was born at St. Edmondf- 
e bury, and was a natural fon to Lionel Woodville, bi- 


t fhop of Salifbury. 
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ef The Origin of Imacs-Worsxrp among Chriflians. 

h HEN chriftianity was firft preached in the 

m world, it was fupported by iuch miraculous f 


afliftance of the divine power, that there was need of 
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little or no human aid to the propagation of it. Not 
only the apoftles, who firft preached it, but even the 
lay-believers were fufficiently inftructed in all the arti. 
cles of ‘faith, and were infpired with the power of 
working miracles, and the gift of {peaking in languages 
unknown to them before. 

But when the gofpel was fpread, and had taken root 
through the world; when kings and princes became 
chriftians, and when temples were built and magnif. 
cently adorned for chriftian worfhip ; then the zeal of 
fome well-difpofed chriftians brought piétures into the 
churches, not only as ornaments, but as inftru€tors of 
the ignorant; and from thence they were called Jibri 
laicorum, the books of the people. Thus the walls of 
the churches were befet with pictures reprefenting all 
the particular tranfactions mentioned. And they, who 
did not underftand a letter of a book, knew how t 
give a very good account of the gofpel, being taught 
to underftand the particular paflages of it in the pic. 
tures of the church. Thus, as Hieroglyphies were the 
firft means of propagating knowledge, before writing 
by letters and words was invented; fo the more igno- 
rant people were taught compendioufly by pictures, 
what, by the fcarcity of teachers, they had not an op- 
portunity of being otherwife fully inftructed in. 

But thefe things, which were at firfl intended fot 
good, became, by the devil’s fubtlety, a fnare for the 
fouls of chriftians. For when chriftian princes, and 
the rich and great vied with one another who fhould 
embellifh the temples with greateft magnificence, the 
pictures upon the walls were turned into gaudy images 
upon the altars ; and the people being deceived by the 
outward appearance of the prieft’s bowing and kneeling 
{before thofe images) as the different parts of their de- 
votion led them, they imagined that thofe geftutes 
were defigned to do honour to the images, before 
which they were performed (which they certainly were 
not) and fo from admiring, the people came to adore 
them. ‘Thus, what were at firlt defigned as monu- 
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ments of edification, became the inftruments of fuper- 
ftition. This being a fatal overfight in the clergy, at 
firft neglected, or winked at, by degrees (as all errors 

































of have crept into the church) gathered {trength ; fo that, 
“8 irom being in the beginning the dotage of the ignorant 

vulgar, the poifon infected thofe of better rank, and 
of by their influence and countenance brought fome of 
e the priefts over to their opinion, or rather thofe prielts 
i were the occafion of deceiving the rich and powerful, 
of efpecially the female fex, for ends not very reputable 
le or agreeable to the integrity of their prof fellion. But ‘wt ¢ 
f fo it was, that what the priefts at firft winked at, they ea 
n afterwards gave countenance to; and what they once os 
f countenanced, they thought themfelves obliged in ho- Same 
I nour to defend ; till at ‘Taft, fuperftition came to be =? 
0 preached from the pulpits, and grofs idolatry obtruded } 
0 upon the people for true devotion. he 
It It is true, there were many of the facted order, ‘a8 
whofe found hearts and clear heads, were very averfe 
e to this innovation; who both preached and wrote 
g again{t the worfhip of images, fhewing both the wick- 
ednefs and folly of it. But the difeafe was fo far fpread, 
; and the poifon had taken fuch root, that the confe- 
quence of oppofition was the dividing the church into 


parties and {chifms, and at laft proceeded to blood and 
t flaughter. 


e N. B. Is it not marvellous that what was fo fimple 
d in the beginning, fhould degenerate into fuch idolatry 
d as is {carce to be found in the heathen world! While 
e this, and feveral other errors, equally contrary to ferip- 
8 ture and reafon, are found in the church, together 
e with the abbininable live’ of multitudes who call ‘them- 
g felves chriftians ; the very name of chriftianity mutt 
zs ftink in the softrils of the Mahometans, Jews, and im 
°$ fidels. 


Vou. I. 
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Letters. * 


LETTER LV. 


[From Mifs A. Bolton, to the Rev. J. Wefley.j 


; Jan. 29, 1783, 
Rey. and dear Sir, 


OW can I but be gratefully affected towards the 
. author of my mercies, when I confider the great 
things he has done for me! He has fhewn me many 
troubles, of different kinds, but in all and through all, 
his own right hand hath upheld me, and brought me 
deliverance. fam perfuaded, that whatever concerns 
me is under the direction and guidance of divine Pro. 
vidence ; and that he difpofes all in fuch a way, as will 
moft advance or promote my felicity. 

I feel, blefled be God, that the fevere exercifes he 
has led me through have taught me a more fimple, 
fteady reliance upon him, and the word of his truth. 
I fee to have gained a greater intimacy and holy fa- 

miliarity with him ; in fhort, I can with greater confi- 
dence claim him as my covenant God. I know I have 
an intereft in all his promifes, by virtue of my intereft 
in the Redeemer’s merits. My foul is fweetly deliver- 
ed from all anxious fears and cares. I think I never 
felt my mind fo deeply affected with defire for the pro- 
motion of the gofpel as of late. ‘Fhe promifes of God, 
refpecting it, are very precious to me, and are frequent- 
ly afforded me with a peculiar unction of the Spirit. 
My foul rejoices in hope of feeing the imhabitants of 
Zion increafing day by day. 

{ have alfo lately found ftronger defires of being ufe- 
ful, and have been much quickened to improve myfelf 
in fuch knowledge as will beit fit me for that purpofe ; 
my defires and views of this kind have been very af- 
fecting. In this large family, duty to it, and the calls 
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of bufinefs allow me very little time in the day for re- 
tirement ; I therefore rife about five (and I hope {ftrict- 
ly to adhere to it) and make mea little wood fire in my 
room, and comfortably and quietly enjoy my morning. 
I have thought of late, that it is a very great pri- 
vilege to furnith the mind with ufeful knowledge, not 
only as it refpects the prefent life, or the fervice we 
might render our fellow-creatures; but as it enlarges 
the faculties of the foul, gives it jufter views of things, 
and, I fuppofe, prepares it for greater enjoyment of the 
beatific vifion. I fhall be greatly obliged to you for a 
few thoughts on this fubject. I have given you the 
two urging motives for my endeavouring after improve- 
ment; to make me ufeful here, and fit me for eternal 
enjoyments ; both which, I apprehend, include the 
glory of God. I am, dear Sir, your much obliged 

and affectionate fervant, 
A. B. 


re Rete eed 


LETTER LVI. 


{From the Rev. Mr. Colley, to the Rev. Mr. Weffey.j 


London, July 20, 176s. 
Rey. and dear Sir, 


Have had thé opportunity of hearing of your wel- 
| fare time after time, particularly by a letter to Mr. 
Franks, wherein you declare, “* Your eye grows not 
dim, nor is your natural force abated.”’ {| praife God 
for this: and hope he will ftrengthen you to continue 
with us for years. Though, indeed, death might be 
more defirable for your own fake, yet for the church’s 
we mult defire your life. I wifh you good luck in the 
name of the Lord: that he may give you abundance 
of peace in your own foul, and to fee your labour }} 
fuccefsful, and your children walking in the truth. 














LETTERGe 


It is a time'of releafe, at prefent, for me. For the 
eighteen months, it has been a feafon of the bittereft 
inward trials, with very little intermiflion. What will 
be the event, God knows. Only this I know, “ He 
does not willingly affliG@ ;” and therefore, when the 
end is anfwered, he will remove them. However i 
is not a little thing for a man to feel himfelf, and to 
“know that he has a de/perately wicked heart. 1 have 
been various times upon the very borders of leaping 
into hell, through the enmity I have felt againft God, 
But I am yet in the land of the living, and, at prefeni, 
my fpirit rejoices in God my Saviour. 

1 think we have no great reafon to complain in Lon. 
don. Our congregations, both at Spitalfields and Wet. 
Street, are increafing. Many backfliders are healed, 
Thoie who have been af a low ebb, are much quick. 
ened, and in general all is very peaceable: only two 
or three are dilturbed in their minds about the impv- 
tation of Chrilt’s righteoufnefs, having {trenuoufly in. 
fiited upon it (though not in public) in the bad fenie, 
Mefirs. Jones, Olivers, and others, have been with 
_them, but nothing was done; only they prevailed up- 
“on them to read John Goodwin’s Treatife on that 
fubject. 

1 fhould like to fee all preachers, connected with us, 
have their hearts fo in the work as to preach frequent- 
ly, to meet focieties, bands, &c. and to do all other 
occafional things which come in the way. In this very 
thing I myfelf muft plead guilty : bué the chief caute 
has been depreflion of {pirit through manifold tempta- 
tions. I hope the Lord will, ere Jong, pluck my feet 
out of the net, that 1 may ruz the way of his com- 
mandments. Inthe mean time, I beg leave to {ub- 


Cc 


fcribe mylelf, vour Son and Servant in the Gofpel, 


B. COLLEY. 
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A WARNING TO PARENTS. 


—S oe aa oe 


On the Lofs of a Child, in the State of South-Carolina, at two 
Years old; who had been taught by his Parents to blafpheme. 
Two Days after being miffed he was found dead in a Creek. 


al ww ‘vy 


WAKE, my mufe! a mournful found, 
That {preads in plaintive fighs around, 
Aiks for affiftance from thy hands, 
And thy fublimeft ftrains demands. 
Attend, ye thoughtlefs fons of pride, 
Who melancholy fweets deride! 
Awake from pleafure’s downy fleep, 
; Behold this fcene, and learn to weep. 
And ye profane, who can’t be won 
By hearing what a Saviour’s done, 
Come view the keen, vindictive rod 


; *  Inflicted by an angry God :-— 
‘ Near Santee river liv’d a pair, 
t A fwain robuft, and partner fair : 


Kind heaven upon their bridals {mil’d, 
And blefs’d them with a lovely child : 
Great was their pleafure, {trong their joy, 


r When they receiv’d the fmiling boy ; 

y Their cares and hopes were plac’d upon 
. Their little\child, their darling John. 

2 Methinks the lovely babe I fee, 

t Supported by his father’s knee, 

1. Look up to learn what words to fay, 

). With {weet intentions to obey. 


But oh! the father, cruel man, 
With Satan’s aid, concerts a plan, 
¢ His own deftruction to obtain, 
And make his child an heir of pain. ~ 
But God, whofe a fov’ reign, are, 3 
Who makes the fouls of men his'@axe 1S Gare SS 
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To difappoint his curfed aims, 

And fave his fon from endlefs flames, 
Refolv’d, by means feverely mild, 
To fhock the parent—fave the child, 
The parents walk’d into the wood, 
At diftance far the child purfu’d ; 

It happen’d fo their courfe they wind, 
The child their footfteps cannot find ; 
And now, forlorn and loft, he ftrays 
Thro’ defert, unfrequented ways : 

His little heart now {wells with grief, 
But all in yain, there’s no relief ; 

His bofom heaves with heav fighs, 
And tears in currents leave his eyes, 
Sometimes, diftrefs’d with difmal fears, 
Alarming founds he thinks he hears, 
And flies, all trembling and afraid, 
Still farther off from human aid ; 
The public ways he pafles by, 


And fcarce r spear’ them with his eye, 


(Like men who ways of truth deride, 
By dang’rous folly turn’d afide.) 
‘Thro’ tangled thickets, hard to pafs, 
He force§ on, but oh! alas! 
Still further from afliftance goes, 
Till night at length increas’d his woes : 
Ah! fee him where he trembling lies, és 
While night’s dark curtain dims the tkies ; 
The owl’s harfh note falutes his ears, 
And adds new horrors to his fears ; 
Surrounding fhades and deep diftrefs 
His languid fpirits fo deprefs, 
His drowfy eyes forget to weep, 
And grief fubfides in balmy fleep. 
While Johnny, wrapp’d in calm repofe, 
Feels a ceflation of his woes, 
My mind returns his friends to view, 
' ‘Who ftrive his footfteps to purfue. 
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The parents foon their darling mifs’d, 

And call’d their neighbours to affift ; 
‘They join in band, they fearch the woods, 
Explore the thickets, trace ‘the floods ; 
With Johnny’s name the woods refound, 
But all in vain, he can’t be found. . 

The Father wipes his weeping eyes, 

The mother wrings her hands, and cries : 
Day after day renews their pain, 

While ftill they fearch, but fearch in vain. 
But leaving them to make their moan, 








We turn where Johnny weeps alone : 

Alas! how wretched, how forlorn, 

He fighs, he fobs, he weeps, he turns, 

His little heart with anguifh burns ; 
Sometimes o’erwhelm’d and quite difmay’d, _ : 
His lips invoke his father’s aid ; | j Lae 
Then runs again, and trips and falls, i, ee 
And loudly for his mother calls. | 
Now to the laft degree diftrefs’d, 
By thirft and hunger forely prefs’d, 
While every want that nature feels 


Comes crowding on each other’s heels. ¥ - 
Such, and fo difmal, was his plight, ans 
When time brought on the fecond night ; BA. 


A night, with forrow fo o’ercatt, 

tt look’d almolt like nature’s laft. 
The fable clouds in columns rife, 
And, like a curtain, veil the fkies, 
The howling winds fo fiercely blow, 3 
‘They bow the haughty forefts low ; ‘ 
The lofty pines like rufhes break, | 
While earth’s foundation feems to fhake ; 
The forked lightning glares around— 
The thunder ftuns him with its found— 
The rain defcends fo fwiftly fierce, 

It feems almoft his fkin to pierce ; 
O’ercome with anguith, here he lay 

Till light annowne’d returning day ;- 
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When, weak with fuffering, up he rofe, 
And ftaggering onward further goes 
To where a ftream obftruéts his way, 
Upon its verge he makes a ftay, 
Till headlong from its banks he fell, 
And bid a world of woe farewell ! 
Now while the mournful fcene we view, 
. And drop a tear, to nature due, 
Let us from it inftruétion learn, 
And providential care difcern ; 
. Let ftubborn finners learn to fear, 
Left God, whofe juttice is fevere, 
O’ertakes them with his judgments here, 
And doth their darling facrifice, 
Their bold tranfgreflions to chatftife. 


1798. 


Lives written by Fohn Thornton, E/q. of Clapham, in 
Surrey, fome time before his death, upon receiving a 
Mourning Ring for a Coufin of his own name. 


ELCOME, thou prefage of my certain doom! 
I, too, muft fink into the filent tomb: 

Yes, little prophet, thus my name fhail ftand 

mournful record on fome friendly hand. 

y name! ’tis here! the characters agree, 
And every faithful letter fpeaks to me ; 
Bids me prepare to meet my nature’s foe, 
Serene to bear the montter’s fatal blow ; 
Without a figh to quit the joys of time, 
Secure of glory i in fome happier clime ; 
Then mount the fkies, forfake my old abode, 
And gain the plaudits of a fmiling God. 
Receive, Lord Jefus, body, foul, and fpirit! 
Behold my plea, thy fufferings and thy merit. 


ax 
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